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òAn African American child living in Oakland's 

flatlands will die, on average, 15 years before a 

Caucasian child living in the City's most affluent 

area - the Oakland hills.ó 

Source: Life  and Death from Unnatural Causes ï Health and Social Inequity in Alameda County.  

Alameda County Public Health Department. August 2008 



The health inequities we 

seeéare not about just 

individual bad choices:  

ñ 

-Nancy Krieger, Harvard School of Public Health 

they are about things  

not being fair.  ò 



άtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
overall life odds of the neighborhood where they 
live. Indeed, place matters. In many low-income 
urban and rural communities, whole populations 
ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǊǘŜƴŜŘΣ ǎƛŎƪŜǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ 

Prevention Institute. A Time of Opportunity: Local Solutions to Reduce Inequities in Health and Safety. 2009. 
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